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A REPLY TO ARCHBISHOP IRELAND ON 

"THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

OF AMERICA IN ITALY." 

BY REVEREND S. M. VERNON, D.D. 



The courteous invitation of the editor of the North American 
Review to reply to the article in the July number falls in with 
my sense of duty, and is therefore accepted. In so far as the 
venerable prelate, for whom I have always entertained a very high 
regard, refers to the expression from the Board of Bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church concerning the Methodism of Italy, 
I shall not follow him, leaving an answer on those points to the 
discretion of those to whom the matter belongs. 

I am conscious of the great delicacy of the task before me, and 
of the necessity of great care lest I offend, and I exceedingly 
regret that the Archbishop felt it his duty to project such a dis- 
cussion in a form that leaves no choice but to make such response 
as the circumstances will permit. I am sensible that twenty 
millions of Methodists and their adherents on one side, and near- 
ly as many Roman Catholics on the other, are in danger of being 
swept into a heated religious controversy. I therefore deprecate 
the beginning of this discussion and hope it may end without any 
of the possible evils to which it might lead. 

That I justify the entrance of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
into Rome does not imply a want of respect for the Roman 
Catholic Church. As I believe that the presence of the Roman 
Catholic Church in America is a constant stimulus to the Protes- 
tant churches to keep up to the discipline of their best life, in 
addition to the good it does among its own adherents, so I believe 
the presence of the Methodists in Rome has already had a most 
salutary influence on the Roman Catholic Church, in addition to 
the good they have done to those who have come directly under 
their influence. 
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I am sorry the good Archbishop chose to spread before the 
curious public what he considered defects in the conduct of the 
Methodists of Borne ; no doubt they have defects, but might there 
not have been a better way of dealing with them? Would not 
an effort to cure them have been in better spirit and have borne 
better fruit than the effort to smite them with public scorn and 
condemnation ? A private note to those in authority or a brotherly 
conference might have cured the evils, or, better yet, have proven 
to him that they did not exist. I will not throw stones. I am 
sorry that his Grace undertook it, and that, having tried it, he 
did not throw straighter and with more grace of movement. 

The Archbishop displays a fatal weakness in the foundation on 
which he chooses to build. He says that the statements he makes 
are drawn from" Methodist authorities," then proceeds to name, 
in connection with Bishop Burt, Bev. Everett S. Stackpole, 
D.D., and quotes very largely from " Four and One-half Years 
in the Italian Mission — A Criticism of Missionary Methods." 
The book is written by this " Methodist authority," and is de- 
clared to be "particularly enlightening," that is, it gives the 
kind of information, or misinformation, that serves the pur- 
pose of the Archbishop. The fact is, the book is not "a Meth- 
odist authority," has never been so recognized by any missionary 
board, conference, bishop, or any human being but Archbishop Ire- 
land. Instead of being a Methodist authority it is repudiated by 
all Methodist authorities as unfair and an injury to the mission. 
To say that his Grace did not know would discredit his intelligence 
without relieving the other delicate phases of the question, for if 
he did not use the ordinary means for obtaining knowledge, what 
right had he to speak ? He further says of it that it " is a semi- 
official report to his fellow Methodists of America on the con- 
ditions of Methodism in Italy." Dr. Stackpole does not call it 
a report ; no one else ever called it a report till Archbishop Ireland 
found out its true character and named it properly. It was not 
sent or read to the Missionary Board as a report; it was not so 
sent to any conference or bishop; indeed it was never heard of 
as a report save in the good Archbishop's inner consciousness, one 
of those inward states by which relics— the bones of saints and 
others — have so often been found. But it is fatal to this theory 
of a report that in its title its true character is indicated : " A 
Criticism of Missionary Methods" — that is the whole of it, a 
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criticism and not a report. The " semi-official " is also spurious, 
for it was not written till he was out of office. Considerable time 
elapsed since these events and conversations before they were re- 
corded in this book, and if the writer left Italy with a sore 
heart and then had a few episcopal rebuffs about appointments, 
he would be almost sure to forget some essential things to a 
proper understanding of the incidents related, and to remem- 
ber some things that did not at all occur. Was there ever a 
minister rejected by a congregation who had broad - minded- 
ness enough to attribute it to anything else than a lack of intel- 
ligence or Christian character in the congregation, and he could 
furnish an endless list of specifications to sustain that interpreta- 
tion ? It might be possible for a tyro to be deceived by the testi- 
mony of a man with a grievance like Mr. Stackpole, but a vet- 
eran like our Archbishop, accustomed to hearing and judging 
cases daily, would see into the inwardness of such a case at a flash ; 
it would be impossible for him to read a book like this without 
scenting from afar the fumes of burnt gunpowder from unseen 
battles that had been fought. The principal foundation on which 
Archbishop Ireland builds being thus swept away, the whole 
fabric of his objections to the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Eome falls with it. He objects to Dr. Stackpole's declarations 
of purpose and attitude while in the service of our Church in 
Eome, so did the Methodist bishops; he thought Dr. Stackpole 
ought to be sent out of Italy, so thought the Methodist bishops; 
but when he is sent away he turns about to say as unjust things 
about his own Methodist Episcopal Church as he had said about 
the Roman Catholic Church; then Archbishop Ireland flies to him 
and, raising him to the dignity of a " Methodist authority," pro- 
ceeds to build his argument out of this " wood, hay and stubble " 
that is burned the moment it is "tried by the fire" of truth. 
If indeed Dr. Stackpole did go to Eome full of the idea of con- 
quering the dominions of St. Peter and transferring its rich 
treasures to the Methodist Episcopal Church, and if our bishops 
cut short this daring enterprise by removing the ambitious sectary, 
they are certainly entitled to the gratitude of the hierarchy for 
saving the patrimony of St. Peter. 

This witness is disqualified to testify in such a case, not only 
because of his well-known bias, but also because he knows nothing 
and says nothing about the question now under discussion — the 
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present deportment of the Methodists in Eome. His book was 
written sixteen years ago and is too old to throw any light on 
present-day questions, and it is not old enough to interpret the 
ruling motives of those who introduced Methodism in Italy, for 
they entered the field twenty-three years before, so all this testi- 
mony is of no value. 

The statements about the mercenary character of our ministry 
are one-sided and a gross overstatement of an ugly truth that 
is known to every one who knows the spiritual dearth and low 
moral plane of life in Italy. It is certainly not according to 
the facts in the case that we have found the Waldensians so 
addicted to the mercenary spirit. That there may have been cases 
of the kind mentioned may not be disputed, but they were rare 
and unimportant compared with the many noble instances of 
royal devotion to the cause of Christ and truth. Why was not 
mention made of that royal figure and force in the regeneration of 
Italy, Kev. Teofila Gay, D.D., the thorough scholar, able preacher, 
and public-spirited citizen, loyal to his king and to the best 
aspirations of modern Italy ? He was a graduate from the Geneva 
Theological Seminary under that great scholar, Dr. Merle 
D'Aubigne, and, as every one knows who is familiar with events 
in Italy the past twenty-five years, has been one of the most virile 
and influential figures in that moral and spiritual renaissance that 
is lifting Italy to a place of honor among the nations. Other dis- 
tinguished men came to us from the Waldensians, and we had 
but few unworthy applicants from that source. 

The Archbishop says truly that many priests offered their serv- 
ices for the larger compensation which they saw in prospect. Was 
it to our discredit or to that of the Soman Catholic Church that 
many propositions came to us from the priests of that Church and 
were rejected by us? No priest was ever received till after careful 
and searching examination as to the reality of his conversion and 
the sincerity of his purposes, in one case the period of testing and 
proving extended over a period of three years, but that we were 
never imposed upon we do not claim. It is a sad fact that after 
more than a thousand years under the tutelage of the Soman 
Catholic Church the masses of Italy have become so accustomed 
to deception and fraud that their priests even are capable of such 
things, and seem to have no conscience on the subject. We have 
had hundreds of priests offer themselves, most of them coming 
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" by night " as Mcodemus did lest they should be observed, whose 
motives were so transparent that they were dismissed at once to 
go back to the service of the Church that had been the instrument 
of forming their characters. Though sometimes imposed upon, 
is it quite worth while to bring a " railing accusation " against a 
Church because a Judas may have crept in among the faithful, or 
is it discreet to do it if the Judas comes from the household of 
the man bringing the accusation ? Does it not seem like a forlorn 
effort to find an occasion of complaint against us ? He does not 
speak of the great and godly men who have come to us, who were 
an honor to Eome before they came, and an honor to us by their 
coming and their services with us. One of the brightest of 
such men was that prince among preachers, Eev. Alcesta 
Lanna, D.D. As a youth he passed through all the Italian 
schools, taking, after competitive examination, the highest honors 
in each, which entitled him to a position in the Vatican College. 
So brilliant was his career and his future was so full of prom- 
ise, that he was at once taken into the faculty of one of the 
first colleges in Eome. After long examination and testing under 
the searching methods of Dr. Vernon he gave satisfying proof of 
his real conversion to Christ as well as to Methodism, and he was 
accepted without the matter of finances having been once named 
by either party. He had been professor of philosophy in the 
Vatican Seminary, and was at the time professor in the College 
of the Apollinari, which position he resigned with all prospects 
of promotion to high station to enter a despised mission, without 
guaranteed position or support, and with no alluring prospects. 
At the close of the same year, 1874, another man of like char- 
acter and ability, Prof. E. Caporali, LL.D., the son of a Viennese 
baroness, left the Church of Eome and entered our communion in 
a similar way. He was a wide-ranging student of the German 
type, and carried forward his literary enterprises with great suc- 
cess, among other things publishing a scholastic work of an ency- 
clopaedic character of eight large volumes. A little later came 
a shock, felt throughout all Christendom, if newspaper comment 
is any indication, when Count Enrico di Campello, a canon of 
St. Peter's Church at the Vatican, after three years of frequent 
visits to Dr. Vernon, our superintendent, with whom there were 
prolonged discussions and earnest searchings for the truth, openly 
renounced Eoman Catholicism and became a Methodist. There 
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was also Prof. Taglialatela, of Naples, whom Dr. Vernon received 
from the Eoman Catholic professorship into the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, who now has four sons in our ministry, one of 
them, Alfredo Taglialatela, known as " the Savonarola of Italy." 
These are enough worthy names, though the list is long, to show 
the quality of many of our converts. I freely grant that many 
of them were poor, some very poor, they may even have been born 
in a stable and have envied the birds their nests and the foxes 
their holes. That his Grace should object to the activity of our 
ministers in making converts seems strange when we remember 
how the various agencies set on foot for that purpose are endeavor- 
ing to win Protestants. 

Mention may be made of the " American Catholic Missionary 
Congress " held November 15-18, 1908, at Chicago, which boasted 
25,055 "converts" through the "missions" of "the Paulist 
Fathers" to non-Catholics. (It is said that no Catholic is ad- 
mitted to these innocent non-proselyting services unless attended 
by at least one Protestant.) This great public congress to rejoice 
over the conversions reported by a hundred missionaries was at- 
tended by " the Pope's legate bearing the triple Pontifical cross," 
officially endorsing the movement; and Cardinal Gibbons "gave 
his blessing." We do not object to these missions, but they make 
ridiculous the Eomish outcry against our " proselyting " of 
Italians. We do not require persons coming to our revival meet- 
ings to bring a Catholic as a personal ticket. 

The Archbishop is very much disturbed by the methods adopted 
by these zealots in their effort to win Eoman Catholics. He 
solemnly declares to the listening world that one of their papers 
published a cartoon showing the Pope in an attitude different 
from that in which Eoman Catholics are accustomed to think of 
him, and that they have applied epithets and terms to him that 
seem unsuitable to one of his dignity. The distinguished prelate 
ought to know that an epithet or opprobrious expression hurts 
only the man that uses it unless there is the force of fact and logic 
back of it, then it may stick and cause some discomfort. A car- 
toon, indeed! The ordinary politician has dignity enough to 
march right on and pay no attention to cartoons. But, His Holi- 
ness? After all, is it not a rather harmless way of expressing 
one's feelings toward those who have the presumption to hold 
religious opinions that cannot be approved, as compared with 
vol. cxcii. — no. 857. 13 
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the methods adopted by former Popes toward those who differed 
from them? Shades of the Inquisition answer! Ye who went 
up to your crowns from dungeons, from the rack, and from the 
stake, answer ! Ye well know and can declare that the " revenges 
of history " have been very slow and gentle. The whirlwind now 
having the Vatican as its centre is very gentle indeed when we 
consider the " sowing to the wind " from that source during the 
Dark Ages. I could wish that the Archbishop had a little more 
confidence in the truth of his cause and the certain triumph of 
truth, than to be frightened by a cartoon and a few epithets. 
When John Wesley was vilely assailed and falsely accused he was 
about setting out on one of his preaching tours when his brother 
Charles rushed in and said: "You must not go, it will not do; 
you must stay and answer these calumnies." The. great and good 
man looked at him and said : " Brother, when I gave myself to 
God, I gave him my reputation also, and he can take care of 
it " ; and God and His Church have taken care of it without any 
interference on his part. We certainly do not approve any un- 
worthy attack upon the Pope, but the way a ship behaves under 
fire proves whether it is pasteboard or steel-plated. Unjust attack 
is the good man's opportunity, and often his richest asset. The 
epithets hurled at Jesus Christ called forth some of His best 
utterances, and they are the dark background against which His 
character rises to-day laTge and luminous. 

Serious complaint is made also that some editor in passing the 
Methodist publishing-house in Rome saw in a window the titles of 
some books that offended him. He did not so much as open one 
of them to see if they contained anything offensive or had any 
arguments for their support that were worthy of consideration, 
but at once raises a howl that reaches America and by the grace 
of an Archbishop gets to the classical pages of The North 
American Review. This condemnation of books that have not 
even been opened or read and the parading of " Methodist au- 
thorities " that are no authorities are all of one piece, and if the 
Methodists of Rome have so conducted themselves that such 
methods must be resorted to in order to discredit them, I am 
disposed to think they must be a pretty nice body of people. I 
suppose the Methodist bookstore in Rome, like the Methodist 
bookstores in. this country, does a general book business, buying 
and selling according to the demands of trade within such limits 
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as seem proper for a religious bookstore. The matter is too 
trivial to occupy more space, especially as his Grace did not even 
see the titles himself but takes the word of another about them. 

The Archbishop has some uncomplimentary things to say about 
our girls' school in Borne, claiming here to speak for once from 
personal knowledge. It is not a very dignified occupation to 
loiter about a female school and pick iip the little items of gossip 
that always go out from such places, from the students that could 
not pass their examinations or that would not submit to necessary 
discipline, or from parents who thought their daughters did not 
receive proper recognition. He has nothing to allege that is worth 
a moment's attention outside of the board controlling the school 
where all his complaints would have received courteous attention 
and such measures would have been adopted as were found neces- 
sary to cure the evils complained of. This school has attracted 
the attention of the best families, and ranks as by far the best 
school for young ladies in Italy. The grandchildren of that 
world-renowed old patriot, Garibaldi, were educated in it, and 
one of them is now in charge of a branch of the institution. So 
great has been the demand on its accommodations that three new 
buildings are now in process of erection to meet the demand. 
It has character and strength enough to bear unhurt all the low 
gossip that may be handed around by those who like the com- 
modity, even though an Archbishop stands sponsor for it. 

He assails the memory of the eloquent and courtly Bishop 
Newman with a quotation from a sermon the bishop preached in 
Eome, in which he finds " a brutal attack on the papacy." Bishop 
Newman's words may sound harsh in the ears of the partisans 
of the Pope, but if what rival Popes have said about one another 
was true and infallible, and if what the most able and devout 
priests from Savonarola to our times have said about the priest- 
hood in general may be accepted as true, then the utterance of 
Bishop Newman seems mild and gentle. As for Bishop Burt, 
"his works praise him," and being very much alive he is able to 
speak for himself, if the occasion requires it, which I apprehend 
it does not. 

Having given so much space to these unimportant matters of 
a gossipy nature that were worthy of notice only because of the 
eminence of their author and the dignity of the forum where 
they appeared, we may now tarn to matters of more substance 
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and weight. The main question now faces us, why did the 
Methodist Episcopal Church go into Italy? Rev. Leroy M. 
Vernon, D.D., was sent to Italy in 1871 after a very thorough 
discussion of the propriety of such a movement in which all phases 
of the question were considered. It is but just to say that some 
very able men were not convinced by the arguments that carried 
a majority of the Board in favor of the measure. There was no 
lack of consideration for the feelings of our brethren of the great 
communion that would seem to be antagonized by the measure, 
nor were the delicate questions of propriety and courtesy to an- 
other form of Christian faith overlooked. But after thorough 
discussion the majority felt it to be their solemn duty to open 
a mission in Italy. 

One of the most influential considerations in favor of the 
Italian mission was the great illiteracy among the Italian people. 
According to the Government report, it was seventy-one per cent, 
of the entire population. That is, in the eighteen million of peo- 
ple only twenty-nine out of a hundred could read and write. This 
was the outcome of more than a thousand years of Roman Catholic 
ministries, and there seemed little ground for expecting anything 
better in the future. The Church had put vast sums in great 
cathedrals, two of tbem at least representing an outlay of more 
than $100,000,000 each, more than the Methodist Episcopal 
Church had spent in its history for church buildings, and enough 
to have planted a schoolhouse in every Italian community and 
paid a teacher. The Roman Catholic Church seems to proceed 
upon the theory that it has rendered full service to a people 
when it has set up the institutions of Christianity among them; 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, on the other hand, has always 
held itself bound to teach the people and give them the oppor- 
tunity for the largest intelligence as a necessary means to the 
best life. If the Roman Catholic Church would melt down into 
coin Borne of the silver bishops and virgins that stand idly around 
in the crypts of these cathedrals, and send it out to teach the 
people and raise up living temples of renewed royal men and 
women, we would all have more faith in the miracle-working 
power of relics and a new conception of the practical utility of 
bishops and virgins. 

Another consideration that had great weight with the Board 
of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church was the fact that 
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the men of Italy had to a very large extent reacted from the 
Eoman Catholic Church and would not attend its services. 
Many of them had reacted to blank infidelity, others to 
bitter hatred of the Church, and many to simple indifference. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church, without any such ambitions 
as Archbishop Ireland and his " Methodist authority " attribute 
to it, felt that here was a call to minister to a people destitute 
of proper gospel privileges. This reaction was due in part 
to the moral sentiment against the practice of the Church in 
giving indulgences and allowing a traffic in them, as revolting 
to good taste as to true moral and religious feeling. Eoman 
Catholics themselves have felt as keenly as any others the ab- 
surdity and the terrible demoralizing influences of this evil, some 
of them, as Luther did, reacting in the direction of reform, but 
the larger number in the direction of indifference and scepticism 
concerning all religious truth. The mass of men do not distin- 
guish between the substance of truth held by the Church and an 
excrescence fastened on it by the cupidity of men. Another reason 
for the reaction is the abomination of the unholy traffic in relics. 
There never can be a race of intelligent men loyal to a system 
of this kind, for everybody knows it is false and deceptive, 
largely for the purposes of financial gain. A number of dif- 
ferent cathedrals profess to have the same relic and carry on 
a thriving traffic in exhibiting it to travellers, and all under 
the watchful oversight and blessing of the Church. There is no 
explanation or defence to be made, unless they extend the doctrine 
of transubstantiation to include the possibility of changing a piece 
of old iron also into a nail from the true cross. This outrage 
upon the common sense of mankind becomes more shocking and 
unendurable when the power of working miracles is attributed 
to these relics. Who that has ever seen it can forget the mon- 
strosity of fraud and greed perpetrated in the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem by a Eoman Catholic monk? He meets 
the traveller with smiling face and offers for sale a wafer he has 
made from the Virgin's milk which he finds every morning on 
the floor of the stable where the Christ was nourished. Because 
on one occasion the supply was more than the infant Jesus re- 
quired and it flowed out on the floor, so now for all time this 
miracle of the reappearing milk goes on repeating itself each 
day for the glory of God and the special benefit of this monk, 
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and the world is expected to believe this as a part of God's mani- 
festation of Himself to men. Even worse is the gigantic fraud 
and hideous blasphemy of the pretended lighted torch at Easter 
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. A few years 
ago its abuses became so shocking that the Governor of Jerusalem 
forbade its repetition. But the great swarm of pilgrims came 
no more to traffic and trade in Jerusalem, and there was such a 
clamor from the shopkeepers and all trading people that the Gov- 
ernor was induced to " restore the miracle," and every Easter the 
same gigantic fraud of the pretended descent of fire from heaven 
is perpetrated to the utter disgust of all intelligent people. I 
freely grant that the Eoman Catholics are not alone guilty in 
this, for the Greek, Copt and Armenian churches join in the 
awful blasphemy of the Holy Ghost. I do not mean to intimate 
that Archbishop Ireland approves of these corrupt practices; 
many of the prelates and intelligent laymen of the Eoman Cath- 
olic Church in America are as much opposed to these things as 
any Protestant can be, but the point I am making is that these 
abuses in the lands across seas have wrought the ruin of faith 
among observing and thinking people. The last census of Italy 
says that of all the States of Europe Italy has the largest number 
of men without any religious profession. It is undoubtedly true 
that '•' Eome, itself the centre of Catholicism, contains in its 
borders more sceptics and infidels than any city of its size in the 
world." 

Other causes of this general reaction, such as the maintenance 
of large celibate classes of both sexes as servants of the Church 
among the hot-blooded, ignorant people of the far south and the 
state of morals that naturally result, might be given to account 
for that reaction from the Eoman Catholic Church that appears 
in all European countries as well as in Italy. The question be- 
fore the Methodist Episcopal Church was whether these reaction- 
aries, believed to be a large majority of the whole population, 
should be left without religious culture and gospel ministries. 
The final decision was, that as the Master had " compassion " on 
the people who were "as sheep without a shepherd" and gave 
them bread for their hunger, so would the Methodist Episcopal 
Church provide for the starving of Italy. 

Still another thing that seemed to justify the entrance of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church into Italy was the almost entire 
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suspension of the preaching of the gospel in the Roman Catholic 
Churches of that unfortunate country. The priests contented 
themselves with the celebration of the Mass, and if they ventured 
upon any discourse to the people, it was usually about some 
question of civil or ecclesiastical administration, or concerning 
the history and miracle-working power of some relic, or a recita- 
tion of the traditions concerning some saint or holy virgin. The 
use of distinctly gospel themes and the preaching of the saving 
truths of the gospel were hardly known in the church of Italy 
maintained by the Roman Catholic Church. The Bible was ex- 
cluded from Rome, and the people were left nothing at all but 
the mongrel system of pagan rites overlying and corrupting 
Christian truth that arose when the barbarian hordes from the 
north of Europe overran the beautiful plains of Italy and im- 
posed many of their superstitions on the subdued, helpless people, 
to be incorporated into their ecclesiasticism, by which was brought 
about that eclipse of all that was brightest and best in Christian 
faith and manhood, recognized by all historians as "the Dark 
Ages." To restore the preaching of the gospel to Italy 
and to secure for its people the right to read the best 
literature in the world, that which has regenerated and 
elevated every land to which it has gone, that is, the Holy 
Scripture — this was the high purpose of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in going into Italy, Archbishop Ireland and his 
" Methodist authorities " to the contrary notwithstanding. Never 
did a more heroic, courteous, and lofty - minded man set foot 
on the soil of Italy than he whom the Methodist Episcopal 
Church sent first to that glory - crowned land to unfurl the 
banner of a new unfolding of an old truth that once made it the 
garden of the world, and he received no instructions from the 
authorities of his Church to proselyte Roman Catholics, and he 
would have scorned them if he had. That the Methodists are not 
in Rome for the purpose of "proselyting Roman Catholics" is 
the testimony of Professor E. C. Riley, who if not " a Methodist 
authority" of Archbishop Ireland's kind, is at least a true and 
consistent friend of the church, and withal a competent and in- 
telligent witness. He says in the " Central Christian Advocate " 
for April 20th, 1910 : 

" It is not true, as I know from intimate acquaintance with the 
Methodist work and workers in Rome, that the Methodist Church is 
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guilty of insulting agitation and offensive proselytism which constitute 
a real warfare against the Holy Father and the Catholic religion. The 
Methodists have their hands more than full with those who come to them 
believing nothing and seeking light. Crandon Hall, in which I lived 
and taught for a year, is patronized by daughters of officials and leading 
families in Italy. The young ladies pay their own expenses, and the 
school is so overcrowded that it has been obliged to seek more capacious 
quarters outside Porta Salaria. Pope Leo XIII offered indulgences of 
no less than twenty-five days to any one who would keep pupils from 
the school! Although no proselyting has been done by the school or its 
friends, the attendance has been between two and three hundred. Miss 
Italia Garibaldi, granddaughter of the great General, has charge of the 
Garibaldi school for poor girls. She says she has never sought a pupil, 
but she cannot begin to accommodate all who come." 

Everybody else connected with, or acquainted with our work in 
Italy, except his Grace's " Methodist authorities," knows that 
"proselyting from the Boman Catholic Church" is no part of 
our mission in Rome. 

I might present other considerations that were influential with 
our Missionary Board if space permitted and the argument re- 
quired it, but it is always well to keep some ammunition in 
reserve. I have not and I would not touch certain moral condi- 
tions in Catholic countries that are well known to all well-in- 
formed people. The Eoman Catholic Church ought to appreciate 
the courtesy and delicate respect of our Methodist and other 
Protestant editors in not detailing the awful conditions revealed 
when the lid was lifted off of the Philippines, Porto Eico and 
Cuba, I know that his Grace and the great body of Catholics in 
America condemn these things as heartily as the most pronounced 
Protestant does, but he can hardly deny that the Eoman ad- 
ministration, if not responsible for them directly, is indirectly 
responsible, because it allowed them when it had power to sup- 
press them. I believe the Archbishop is using his influence for 
a better life in all Catholic countries, and I trust the self-restraint 
of our editors will continue and that we shall have no nauseating 
discussion of things unsuitable for refined ears. I assure his 
Grace that we will all be delighted to aid him in any way within 
our power in concealing and curing the reproach of Zion. I 
would despise Protestantism if it gloried in parading the sins 
of the organization against which it is in protest, and I am 
sure it never will unless driven from its manifest discretion by 
continued misrepresentations and false accusations. We have in 
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America the purest and best branch of the Koman Catholic 
Church to be found in the world, and we are ready to second its 
efforts in any way it will allow us to lift other Catholic countries 
to a higher moral and spiritual plane. May we not hope that 
there will be no more carping criticism, ransacking the earth for 
materials of accusation, magnifying of trifles, false constructions 
of motives, uncharitable judgments, and instead the cultivation 
of the spirit of unity, forbearance, and good-will? The world 
greatly needs the pure simple gospel of Christ, and it matters 
very little whether it receives it through Soman Catholic or 
Protestant channels, so it is pure and uncorrupted. The grand 
old Roman Catholic Church has had a long voyage, sailing through 
many very salty seas in the Dark Ages, and it is not strange if 
it accumulated a great many barnacles that disfigure and hinder 
it, and if it would consent to a good Protestant dry-docking I 
am sure we would not hurt a single plate of its hull made of 
fundamental theological doctrines and would then send it on its 
glorious way freed only of its human traditions, decrees of coun- 
cils, and ecclesiastical pretensions that cause it so to roll and 
flounder in the rough sea in which it finds itself. 

If there are any legitimate complaints against the Methodists 
in Rome, the constituted authorities will be prompt to consider 
and deal with them as their merits require. It would seem to be 
ordinary Christian prudence, however, to first notify the au- 
thorities of the Church of the matters complained of, in a 
courteous, formal way, before spreading them abroad in the secu- 
lar prints. If his Grace, or any prelate of the Roman Catholic 
Church, will furnish competent proof of immoral conduct in any 
of our ministers or teachers in Italy, I am willing to assume the 
responsibility for having them expelled from the Italian con- 
ference and from membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Rev. J. Walling Clark, superintendent of the mission, is a man 
of high culture, fine abilities, and most courteous Christian 
character. I have known him from his student days and will 
vouch for him that he will treat with utmost courtesy, sincerity 
and fidelity any complaints or suggestions made to him by any 
prelate of the Roman Catholic Church. 

S. M. Vernon. 



